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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, TEMA
POSALSKA BAUER

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor my constituent, Tema Posalska
Bauer, on the occasion of her upcoming 100th
birthday. Her birthday is especially notable in
light of her miraculous survival through the
horrors she endured during World War II.

At the time that the Nazis invaded Poland in
September of 1939, Tema was a young
woman of 23 living with her elderly parents
and her next oldest sister, Sarah, in the City
of Lodz, a city that was home at the time to
the second largest Jewish population in Po-
land. At the time, she had seven other older
brothers and sisters who were married with
children and living in smaller towns near Lodz.

With the occupation by the Nazis, the sib-
lings feared for the safety of their elderly par-
ents and decided that it would be safer for the
parents to move to the smaller town where
one sister, Gucia, was living with her husband
and three sons. Sarah accompanied them on
the trip, and Tema was to close the house and
follow after the winter.

However, before the winter ended, the
Nazis created a Jewish ghetto in Lodz in
which all Jews had to reside and from which
no Jews could leave. Tema never saw her
parents or her sister Sarah again.

She worked in the Ghetto for four years until
she was deported in December of 1943 to a
slave labor camp at Skarzysko-Kamienna.
Normally a two-hour train ride from Lodz to
Skarzysko-Kamienna, the trip actually took
three full days. The women were packed into
the freight train cars so tightly that there was
no room to sit, no water, no food and no bath-
room facilities.

With the Russians approaching from the
west, Skarzysko-Kamienna was liquidated in
August of 1944 and the women were sent by
freight trains to a slave labor camp in Leipzig,
Germany. During an Allied bombing of the
camp in February of 1945, Tema was in-
jured—her right arm being severed at the
elbow. Though antibiotics were unavailable,
she had great luck and strength and survived.
Two months later, the camp was liquidated,
and she began what turned out to be a six-
day death march, that she again miraculously
survived.

After liberation, she made her way back to
Lodz where she found out that of her parents,
eight brothers and sisters, their seven spouses
and her eighteen nieces and nephews, all had
been murdered by the Nazis, most of them
gassed to death in the extermination camp at
Chelmno—their bodies reduced to ash and
bones in the crematoria.

She eventually encountered a man she had
known in the Ghetto, Morris Bauer. He told
her that she need not be worried about the fu-
ture because he would always take care of
her. And, for the rest of his life, he did until he
was no longer able to take care of himself.

They married and then spent almost four
years in a displaced persons camp waiting to
emigrate to the United States. They arrived in
the United States on October 1, 1949 and set-
tled in Chicago.

Tema’s beloved husband, Morris, passed
away in 1995 shortly before their 50th wed-
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ding anniversary from complications from Alz-
heimer's. She has lived to enjoy her expand-
ing family of two sons, three grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren. She remains
mentally sharp with an amazing memory and
with a keen interest in current events and poli-
tics.

Tema’s 100th birthday is May 5th—the
same day the world will observe Holocaust
Remembrance Day. As Tema gathers with her
family that day to remember and mourn the
six million Jews who perished in the Holo-
caust, including her and Morris’ parents, sib-
lings, nieces and nephews, her family also will
celebrate the miraculous life and remarkable
courage and luck of their family’s matriarch,
Tema Posalska Bauer. Her life is a blessing
and an inspiration to her family and to all who
know her.

HONORING CURTIS HILL
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent, Mr. Curtis Hill.

Curtis Hill is the proud son of parents, Olivia
Hill and Curtis Robinson; He has one, as he
states, “nerve racking little sibling” that he
loves dearly, Curshivia Robinson.

Curtis Hill is entering his senior year at
Holmes County Central High School (2015-
2016) and has been a Youth Organizer with
Nollie Jenkins Family Center, a grassroots
community-based organization, for the past
four years. With the help of his high school
Curtis has been in position to receive numer-
ous scholarships, most recently, he received
the American Legion Scholarship, sponsored
by Oratorical Competition in which he placed
2nd in the Area Competition; and Boys State,
where he put his leadership skills to a test by
role playing as if he was campaigning in a fic-
tional state called Magnolia for the prestigious
office of Lt. Governor.

Curtis has also been chosen by the Electric
Power Association, Yazoo Valley Electric
Power Association, as one of two leaders to
compete for scholarships and travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. Although, his school has provided
him with these opportunities, the ground work
was fertilely laid as a result of his community
organizing work with the Nollie Jenkins Family
Center.

Through his work as a Youth Organizer,
Curtis has developed career ready skills: pub-
lic speaking, campaign development, facilita-
tion, writing/creating resumes, and peer medi-
ation. These skills proved to be of value when
Curtis was chosen as a recipient of the Mar-
guerite Casey Foundation’s Sargent Shriver
Youth Warriors Against Poverty Award.

In contrast to all of his scholarly achieve-
ments, Curtis holds nothing closer to his heart
than his ministry in mime, for this heart warm-
er and barrier breaker is a way for Curtis to
feel closer and at one with his King, Jehovah
God.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Curtis Hill who gives back
to his community, encourages others to do
more than what's common and makes a dif-
ference in his community.
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HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
April 26, 2016, | was unavoidably detained
and missed roll call votes 164 and 165. Had
| been present, | would have voted “no” on
roll call 164, the Combating Terrorist Recruit-
ment Act, and “yes” on roll call 165, the In-
vestor Clarity and Bank Parity Act.

Despite missing the vote, | remain strongly
opposed to H.R. 4820, the Combating Ter-
rorist Recruitment Act. As a former Homeland
Security official and a Member of the House
Intelligence Committee, | understand the im-
portance of a complete intelligence picture to
counterterrorism operations. As this bill indi-
cates, part of understanding threats to our
homeland is receiving testimony from re-
formed terrorists. Responsible collection would
involve looking at threats from every angle, in-
cluding Islamic, right wing, environmental and
other types of extremism. This bill fails in that
regard, choosing instead to focus on those as-
sociated with foreign terrorist organizations.

This bill also plays into a disturbing narrative
that Muslims are the sole source of terrorism
in the United States. The reality, supported by
academic research and federal agency testi-
mony, is that the threat from right wing extre-
mism is even more pervasive. While the at-
tacks in Chattanooga and San Bernardino
were carried out by Muslim extremists, the at-
tacks at a church in Charleston and a Sikh
temple in Wisconsin were by right wing ex-
tremists. Extremism, regardless of ideological
basis, is dangerous and must be countered.
Further perpetrating a false narrative about the
outsized threat posed by Muslims does noth-
ing but promote fear of American Muslims and
ostracize them in communities across our
country.

It is important for us to remember that an at-
tack by a sovereign citizen or racial suprema-
cist is just as devastating as an attack by a
Muslim terrorist. If Congress hopes to
strengthen our national security apparatus,
rather than stoke fear, we should be looking
for every possible opportunity to balance our
counterterrorism efforts. We need to look at all
threats, both foreign and domestic.

————
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the votes held on April 26th, 2016, | was
inescapably detained and away handling im-
portant matters related to my District and the
State of Alabama. If | had been present, |
would have voted:

Yes on H.R. 4096—Investor Clarity and
Bank Parity Act, and Yes on H.R. 4820—
Combating Terrorist Recruitment Act of 2016.
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